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Launched in 2005, the Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP), as a HKUST 

signature program, has gained recognition from both participating faculty members and 

undergraduate students over the years. During the 2013-14 academic year, 148 faculty 

members served as project supervisors for 370 students offering more than 300 research 

projects in their areas of interest.

Thriving as a unique research experience at HKUST, UROP supports the university’s 

undergraduate education framework by allowing students to apply the knowledge gained 

through academic study while working alongside world-class researchers. UROP also provides 

participants with opportunities to utilize the most advanced and pioneering facilities that are 

typically only available to postgraduate students. These proceedings clearly showcase the 

endeavors and sound achievements of our undergraduate students through the guidance of 

our faculty members in a wide range of research projects. I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude to the faculty members for shouldering additional responsibilities beyond their routine 

teaching. With the stimulating and invaluable research opportunities provided by UROP, I wish 

to support and encourage all undergraduate students to engage in this program as the 

beginning of the journey of discovery, and I believe doing so will greatly enhance the research 

culture within the university community and further fortify HKUST’s reputation as a source of 

world-class academic research.

Message from the President

Tony F Chan
President

HKUST

Tony F Ch
President

HKUST
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UROP Overview 2013-14

During the 2013-14 academic year, the Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program 

(UROP) continued to shine on the Clear Water Bay campus. The buy-in rate among faculty 

members rose by 6%,while that among undergraduate students rose by 5%. One hundred and 

forty-eight supervisors from four schools and IPOs contributed to the program by offering 321 

projects that brought together 370 students from 22 departments. The UROP serves very well as 

a platform on which both faculty members and students have cultivated a popular research 

culture among HKUST undergraduates.

2014 Mr. Armin and Mrs. Lilian Kitchell Undergraduate Research Award

In response to the call for nominations, 44 students were put forward for the 2014 Mr. Armin 

and Mrs. Lilian Kitchell Undergraduate Research Award, among whom 12 candidates were 

shortlisted and invited to give a final presentation of their research findings to the UROP 

Advisory Board (composed of 7 members). After a thorough and careful selection process, 

1 Champion, 2 First Runner-ups and 3 Second Runner-ups were chosen as the 2014 awardees. 

The award presentation ceremony was held April 10, 2014 on campus during the UROP Weeks, 

when a UROP Showcase Corner was held at the Atrium. Each of the 12 finalists presented a 

poster sharing their research achievements and, best of all, demonstrating the infinite 

possibilities an undergraduate can imagine.
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